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joshua 1:1–9

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, 
the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
assistant, “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore 
arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, 
into the land that I am giving to them, to the people 
of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot will 
tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to 
Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far 
as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down 
of the sun shall be your territory. 



joshua 1:1–9

No man shall be able to stand before you all the 
days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be 
strong and courageous, for you shall cause this 
people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers 
to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, 
being careful to do according to all the law that 
Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from 
it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have 
good success wherever you go. 



joshua 1:1–9

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do according to all that is 
written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.”



marching orders

• The Israelites have been in slavery, freed by 
Yahweh to go the promised land, feared God’s 
plan, wandered the wilderness, lost their leader, 
but now are finally poised to enter the promised 
land.

• Since leaving Egypt, the command from God is to 
go into the land that’s been given to them.

• It is now time for the battle.



promises 

• The promise of the land.
• v.3: Every place that the sole of your foot will tread 

upon I have given to you, just as I promised to 
Moses.

• God is faithful by his very nature and is faithful to 
what He says.
• 2 Timothy 2:13: if we are faithless, he remains 

faithful—for he cannot deny himself. 

• When they are in the land, God will reign with them.



promises 

• The Israelites faced hardship and struggle along 
the way, but the promise never changed.

• Acts 14:22: strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 
saying that through many tribulations we must enter 
the kingdom of God. 



promises

• The promise of success
• v.7: Only be strong and very courageous, being 

careful to do according to all the law that Moses my 
servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that you may have good 
success wherever you go. 

• Even if you know God’s with you, you still need 
courage

• Being obedient to God is better than not being 
obedient to God.



promises

• The promise of the presence.
• v.1:9: Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.” 

• God’s presence is the antidote to fear.

• Not only that but God’s presence gives strength 
and courage.



marching orders

Matthew 28:18–20: And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”



promise

• The promise of the land.
• Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

• Because Jesus now has authority over all the Earth, 
the promise of His reign is for every nation.

• The Kingdom of God is the mustard seed that is 
designed to produce a plant that overshadows 
every other plant.



promise

• The promise of success.
• Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you.

• Jesus assumes the success of His church.
• There will be battles, but the church is victorious.

• Matthew 16:18: And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 



promise

• The promise of presence.
• And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”

• The fulfilling of the Great Commission is done from 
out outflow of Jesus’s presence, not our best 
efforts.

• This promise is designed to cast out fear and bring 
in strength and courage.



mindset

• For the nation of Israel the mindset was a mindset 
of victory from the beginning.
• They lost some battles, but the overall victory was 

assured.

• Jesus wants you to have a mindset of victory, 
because the victory has already been won.

• The reality of the presence of God should give 
propel us forward with confidence! 



reflection

• You can have God’s presence. How does that 
change things?

• What does Godly success look like to you?

• What are your marching orders?


